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'T ms dedication 1s. dictated by 
gratitude : the many favors IL have 
experic nced during a reſidence of five. 
years among you, has impreſſed on. 
my mind all the intereſt for your hap- We 
pineſs that .can ſpring from- a grate- 
ful heart, and probably 1 ſhall never 
have a better e of returning 
thanks. — 

If the original part of this _ 
does not poſleſs much crudſtion, it 
at leaſt conveys all the truth I _ | 
been able to collet. 


4 


The great derb, of arp: years, ; 
for provincial 1 and local anti- 


TIRE 4 5 
quities, will, it is ET, — this 
an acceptable preſent to every perſon 
intereſted in, or acquainted with, this 
deſirable ſpot. The work is chiefly 
compiled from the moſt reputable and 
reſpectable authorities; and in the 
original matter, I have endeavoured 

to unite the agreeable with the uſeful. 

To my rRixxps and neighbours 
in Bromley, I cheerfully ſubmit this 
little volume, conſcious that where 1 
may have deſervedly incurred cenſure, | 
cenſure will be my portion ; and chat, 
if at all 1 ſhall have merited praiſe, 

praiſe will not be withheld. 


I have the honor to ſubſcribe myſelf, | 
| Ladies and Gentlemen, | 
With pertect eſteem and gratitude, 

X our much obliged 
And obedient "#) þ 
e Humble Servant, BE, | 
8 THOMAS WILSON. 


Bromley Library, Auguſt 21ſt, 1797- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE attempt to: render this book 8 
the acceptance of the inhabitants of Brom- 


ley, and its environs, is found more arduous 
than was ct firſt expected, not for want of 
materials to furniſh ſulject marks. for per- 
haps no county in the kingdom can boaſt more 


reputable authorities, or greater information; 


but in ſearching into the authenticity of every 


circumſtance related, and in endeavouring, 


to the utmoſi, to place them before the reader 


in a diſtinct, connected, and entertaining point 


F view. 

In a word, where truth and perſdienity 
have been the invariable objedts of purſuits, 
in a work of this nature, that purſuit muſt 


be attended by many fears for its ſucceſs. 


- — 
. 5 


n * 
Should this endeavour to plegſe meet wa | 
the approbation hoped for, and a ſecond edi- 
tion (im 4 time) male its appearance, 
there ſball, at leaſt, be added a map of five 


miles round Bromley, including the roads, 


lanes, and principal ſeats and villages. 

And where 1 may be indulged to make a 
drawing, the ſecond edition of this work 
Hall be ornamented with views of ſome of 


the elegant and beautiful manſions round this 
azlightful ſpot: | wi 
This Plan muſt neceſſarily kin the | 
' price of the book; but at the ſame time, 
render it a more deſirable purchaſe. | 
Any communications will be thankfully 


received iy: the edi tor. 


_ PREFACE. 


| Is diverting the attention of the curious from 
a- general Survey of the County, to a contem- 
plation of the beauties of a particular ſpot, I 
could quote precedents from every corner of the 
kingdom; various have been the cauſes of cele- 
brity of different places; ſome acquire fame from 
the poſſeſſion of the mineral ſprings, the remains 
of an ancient fortification, - or of boaſting from 


an authenticated tradition the birth or burial 


place of ſome great hero, whoſe only merit con- 
ſiſted in a deſtruction of the human ſpecies 'F hee 
have grown the faſhionable reſort of the literati, 


when, from their natural ſoil, fituation, or diſ- 
tance from the metropolis, they might have re- 


mained unnoticed in the obſcurity which nature 
originally deſigned them. Wiat other fate 


' 
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could have awaited the town of Stratford upon- 
Avon? had not the birth of the great Shake ſpear 
almoſt conferred on it the honor of canoniza- 
tion. Without doubt this mighty Bard, in his 
juvenil days, diſcovered early traits of a moſt 
brilliant genius: but could it enter the imagina- 
tion of his warmeſt admirer, that many years 
muſt elapſe after his death, before the world 
could find out his tranſcendent merit, and that 
then, the admiration of his talents would produce 
an enthuſiaſm, to pay him a juſt tribute of praiſe, 
equal to that which cauſed the pilgrimage of the 
Mahometans to the tomb of their Prophet, or 
- that as famous, recorded in our own times, per- 
formed by certain devotees, to do homage at 
the ſhrine of. Beckett, of Canterbury; yet, with 
either of theſe might be compared, that thea- 
trical proceſſion to Stratford, which drew aftet 
it the faſhionable world, to celebrate the memo- 
rable Jubilee: ſo true it is, that we ſeldom ſee 
te greatneſs of man's merit until we find the 

want of it in his ſucceſſors. My Readers will, 
perhaps here call in queſtion the aptneſs of my 
alluſions to the buſineſs of theſe ſheets; but J 
muſt humbly remind them, that I am well aware 
what ſubjects of my ſtrictures will pleaſe the pre- 
ſent age; and that thoſe remarks I muſt un- 


oO 
willingly omit, for various reaſons, will meet 
with ample diſcuſſion hereafter, Travelling 
round. Bromley and its environs, the learned of 
every profeſſion will meet with ſomething to 
gratify their ſeveral purſuits. The remains of 
ancient fabricks will feaſt the curioſity of anti- 
quarians, while the admirers of agriculture will 


find delight in the e ſhades . the fertile 
valley. 


An . 3 of pleafure fills the mind of 
the romantic inveſtigator, in ſurveying from the 
lofty eminence, the beautiful ſurrounding coun- 
try; thence deſcending gradually, he follows 
with rapture the intricate mazes of each winding - 
ſtream : theſe are the natural obſervations of dif- 
ferent minds, upon the pleaſing ſcenes before 
them. But I eaſily anticipate the various re- 
marks, which will eccupy the attention of the 
hiſtorian in the next century. Diveſted of that 
party zeal which now influences every ſect; the 
philoſopher will contemplate the habitation of 
the great ;—there, exclaims he, lived the greateſt 
Worthy of his time, called into public life at an 
early age, when the national affairs were rapidly | 
haſtening to an awful criſis ; he poſleſſed all the 
requiſites of his ſituation ; his general kno-w- 
ledge of things was ſuch as is rarely gained, but 


CAT] | . 
by long experience a purity of principle, from 
which he could not be diverted, and a moſt in- 
flexible firmneſs of mind appear in his conduct, Sos 
through many trying difficulties which occurred 
in his adminiftration: the prejudices raiſed againſt ( 
F this great man, were many and violent; but they 
| have ſubſided, and his memory is now revered by 
| every true political hemiſphere. Many other noble | 
2 characters reſide in this neighbourhood, to the 
comfort and aſſiſtance of its numerous peaſantry, 
* whoſe lives are made happy by their munificence; 
i theſe will in time, enrich the page of hiſtory, and. 
| be held out as an example worthy of i imitation, to 
the opulent of every . | 
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B ROMLE is a pleafant market 
town, ſituated on the river Raven- 
ſbourn, diſtant from London ten miles: 


— = 


it conſiſts of two principal ſtreets ; the 


firſt of which you enter on the road 
from London, having the workhouſe 
(which was erected in 1731) on 
your right hand, and the college on 
the left. This ſtreet ends with a 

handſome row of houſes, having the 
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church on the right, and the Bell Inn 
on the left hand. 

To the eaſt of the Bell Inn, is a 
ſpacious, airy, and well-diſpoſed mar- 
ket place, where a weekly market is 
held on Thurſdays: in the centre ftands 
a very commodious market-houſe; the 
lower part of which is uſed by thoſe 
perſons who attend the market, to de- 
poſit and diſpoſe of their goods : and 
in the room above are held the meet- 
ings of the Commiſſioners of the Court 
of Requeſts, who aſſemble and hear 
cauſes every other Thurſday : it is 
alſo frequently hired for ſales by 


Auction. 


Quitting the market place, you go 
into the other ſtreet, leading to the 
Tunbridge Wells road, having the 
White-Hart Inn on the left hand, and 
ending with the delightful houſe of 


Samuel Rickard 85 i on the right. 


( 2-1 a as '@ 

The air, though not not very clear, is - 2 Z's 
both wholeſome and temperate. . 
King Edgar, in the year 700, gave 
the manor to the Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
who has a palace at a little diſtance 
from the town, where is a mineral We 
ſpring, the water ,of which has been 
found to have the ſame qualities as. 
that of Tunbridge Wells, 

This is not what Philipot calls St. 
Blaſe's well: he ſays, © it anciently 
« had an oratory annexed to it, de- 
c dicated to St. Blaſius, which was 
* much frequented ar Whitſuntide, 
© becauſe Lucas, who was legate for 
« Sixtus the Fourth, here in England, 
« granted an indulgent remiſſion of 
« forty days; enjoined penance to all 
v thoſe who ſhould viſit this chapel, 
« and offer up their orizons there in 
« the three holidays of Pentecoſt.” - - 
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| The well dedicated to Saint Blaſius is 

| 2— about 200 yards N. W. of the mineral 

ö ſpring, in a field near the road, with 

1 eight oak trees in a cluſter, on an 

1 elevated ſpot of ground adjoining. 

1 A cultivated mind will receive much 

1 pleaſure, i in contemplating the nume- 
rous beauties ſurrounding this delight- 

ful ſpot. 

The mineral ſpring having been 
faid to poſſeſs the fame qualities as the 
Tunbridge waters, I fhall relate what 
the Rev. John Entick (in his preſent _ 
ſtate of the- Britiſh empire) ſays of 
thoſe ſprings. 

With regard to the qualities of 
the waters, Dr. Whiſtler informs us, 
© that in a dry ſeaſon he could per- 
« fectly diſtinguiſh a gas of vitriol.” 
Dr. Madan writes, © that they were 
4 ſenſibly impregnated with volatile 
« and ſpirituous exhalations.““ 


* 
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The virtue of this water, according 
to Dr. Hales, may be preſerved from 
Auguſt to January, by mixing five 
drops of oil of ſulphur with one quart 
of it: the ſame will preſerve all cha- 
lybeate waters, ſo as to make them 
-- fit to drink in remote places :---in a 
word, it is a light and comparatively 
pure chalybeate ; it operates by ſtool 
and urine, and ſometimes by vomit, 
when it meets with a foul ſtomach. A 
ſpoonfull of common ſalt will, in the 
firſt glaſs, anſwer the uſe of phyſic. 
Allen informs us, that Tunbridge 
waters is an effectual remedy in ob- 
ſtructions of the glands of the meſen- 
tery ; it is alſo an efficacious remedy 
in recent dropſies, broken conſtitu- 
tions, and all diforders of the ſtomach. 
Rouze recommends this water to cure 
ulcers in the kidneys and bladder, and | 
when the bladder is ſtuffed with phleg- 
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_ matic matter, reſembling ſtone, and 
in bloody urine: it cures the cholic, 
vomiting, hiccough, and worms: it 
is a good anti-venereal, being of a 
remarkable drying faculty ; it likewiſe 
ſtrengthens the brain and origin of 
the nerves; it is good in the head- 
ache, vertigo, and convulſions; in 
long and tedions agues, in the dropſy; 
black and yellow jaundice, and hard 
ſwellings of the ſpleen, the ſcurvy, 
green ſickneſs, fluor albus, and other 
female diſorders: it opens obſtructions, 
_ cools the blood, ſtrengthens the re- 

tentive faculty, helps ſore eyes and 

pimples ; and, when drank with judg- 

ment, cures obſtinate and inveterate 


looſeneſs. 

I have here introduced a liſt of the 
names of the principal inhabitants in 
the town and pariſh of Bromlcy; as 
Directories have been found of the 
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greateſt utility, in large towns, it is 
| hoped this will bear a comparative 
degree of merit. 


URROW, Edward, Eſq. F. M.P. 
Robert, Eſq. 


Bunn 
Booth 
Bradſhaw 

Dubois 
Harriſon 
Harriſon, 
Johnſon 
Norman 


Newnham 
Rickatts 
Rohde 


Raikes 
Reid 
Scott 
Thelluſſon 
Wells 


Weſton 
© e 


E 1 
A — Fo 


Andrew, Eſq. F. Wigmore 


. . pa cob Toe? 


GENTRY. 


John, Eſq. F. 
Ebenezer, Eſq. K T5 
George, Eſq. Plaiſtow 


1 


John, Eſq. F. ditto 

William, Eſq. F. ditto 

George, Eſq. F. Bromley Com- 
mon 

Thomas, Efq. F. South Borough 

Samuel, Eiq. FT 4 2. 

Major, Eſq. F. Bromley Com- | 


mon , 
Thomas, Eſq. F. Plaiſtow © - 2 . 
Thomas, Eſq. 


Major John, F 

P. Eſq. Plaiſtow, F. 
William, Efq. © RR F. 
William, 2 


9 
— Eſq. Plaiſtow | 
Samuel, Flq. 


| Francis, Eſq. 

= | CLERGY. 

i | 

| | Horſley Right Rev. Dr. Samue!, Lord 

| . Biſhop of Rocheſter 

| | Smith Rev. Dr. Heary, Curate 
| | Price 4. Rev. Andrew, Chaplain to the 
it | ** | 

f „ College 

Baker Rev. John, M. A. 

5 IE 

| LAW. 

1 Holding Enoch, Eſq. Attorney 

| = Briſtow John, Gent. ditto 

: 

| PHYSIC. 

18 Child William, Eſq. F. Surgeon and , | 
gs 8 Apothecary i 

Reed Henry, Eſq. ditto 
| Roberts William, Gent. ditto 
it Scott +. James, Gent. ditto 


Adams 


Alexander 


Aſhworth 
Atherfold 
Alexander 
Atkins 


Bentley 
Bath _ 
Batterſby 


Bentley 
Barrel 
Blake 
Burt 
Bexhill 
Borer 


Brown 


Chapman 
Churcher 


L 
EC a9-) 


TRADERS. 


| * 
Samuel, Watchmaker 
Nicholas, F. Butcher 


Leonard, F. Grocer 


Thomas, F. Shoe-maker 
Joſeph, Tallow Chandler 
Robert, Linen Draper 


B 
. 


Matthew, Writing-Maſter 


James, Farrier 

George, Brazier 

William, Taylor 

Jonathan, Roſe and Crown | 
James, Grocer 

Matthew, Exciſe Officer 
Jarvis, Plumber and Glazier 
Edward, ditto 

William, Cooper 


O 


Richard, Wheelwright | 
James, Shoe- maker 


— 
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Chalkley William, Baker 
Corbet and Marſhall, Stone Maſons 


Coleman 


Coſtin 
Coſtin 


Corker 


Callow 
Carter 


Cripps 
Clayton 


Floyd 


John, Blackſmith 
Edward, F. Stage Maſter 


John, Tyger, Maſon's Hill 


Elias, Greyhound 
William, Haberdaſher 
John, Ironmonger 
Elizabeth, Toy Shop 
Sarah, Compaſſes 


D 


John, Upholſterer 

William, Leather Breeches Maker 
William, Wheelwright 

William, Taylor 

John, Grocer 

James, Rifing Sun 


E 


William, Farrier 
Chriſtopher, Butcher 


F 


Samuel, Paſtry Cook 


Gibſon 


Hibbert 
Hudſon 
Hind 
Hur 
_ Hoſkins 


| Kibblewhite 


Laſcoe 
Lavender 


q Leggat 
ww ” _ 
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— 


John, Baker 


. 
H 


Booth, F. Maſter of the Academy 


William, E. Ironmonger 
Jacob; Shoemaker 
Hugh, Linen-draper 
William, Taylor 


4E 


John, Butcher 
| George, Taylor 


K 

L 
John, F. Saddler 
William, Writing Maſter 
William, Shopkeeper 

. | 


Page 
Pippet 
Pieters 


| Prime 
| 7 Preſton 


Rawes 


Rogers 


Oſmond 


SD _——Ribright 


„ 


NM 


| 2 2 F. Brandy Dealer 


„ Baker 


3 Inn Keeper A 49 — 


William, F. Coal Merchan 
N 


| —— Milliner 
James, Coach Maker 


John, Taylor 
0 
John, Shopkeeper 
| 9 


George, F. Bricklayer 


John, F. Hair Dreſſer 


John, Maſter of the Academy | 
Henry, Webb-ſtreet, Inn-keeper 
Thomas, Grocer 


R 


Richard, F. Maſter of the Academy 


Thomas, Glaſs Miller 
William, Shoe-maker 


— 
— 


Staples 
Sale 
Soans 
Skinner 
Smith 
2 Starkey 
Stidolph 
Stidolph 
Singer 
Storer 


6-0 F- 
8 


8 Henry, F. Carpenter | 


John, F. ditto 


William, Bricklayer 
Ambroſe, Saddler 
Robert, Coal Merchant 


Richard, Linen Draper 
Godfrey, Nurſeryman 
Henry, Star and Garter 
Daniel, Blackſmith , _ 
William, Gingerbread Baker 


Simmonds and Scofield, Carriers 


* 


T 


Tape, & Co. F. Brewers | 


Taylor 


Wilſon. 
Wilſon 
Weſtbrook 
Wood 

- Woodham 


_ Woodham 


James, Whiteſmith 
* 5 


James, Innkeeper | 
Thomas, F. Bookſeller _ 
John, Corn Dealer | 
John, Tallow Chandler 
William, Hair Drefles 
James, Cooper 
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THE CHURCH 


STANDS on rather an elevated 
ſpot of ground, a little out of the body 
of the town, near to the centre: it is 
a handſome old ſtructure, and beau- 
tiful within: a large ſum of money was 
expended by the pariſh in the year 
1792, when 1t was repaired, and con- 
ſiderably enlarged; at which time, 
Dr. Thomas, the then Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter, gave 5ool. towards defraying 
the expence. | 
I have met with a very old account, 
which ſays, *this church was originally 
« dedicated to Saint Blaiſe: but for the 


« laſt 700 years it has been conſidered, 


« and certainly is, that of Saint Peter 

c and Saint Paul. ä 
In the city of Lubeck, in the dutchy 

of Holſtein, in Germany, and in the 


heart of that city, ſtands St. Mary's 


0 
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church: there is in this church a cu-\ 


rious painting, called, Death's Dance. 
J have often conſidered clocks in this 


light; but in many churches that have 


clocks, the dance very frequently ſtands 
Mill. 

I never walk in a country church- 
yard, but I-experience a pleaſing me- 
lancholy : 


« Every ſtone that we look upon, in this 
© repoſitory of paſt ages, 
« Is both an entertainment and a monitor.” 
Plain Dealer. vol. i. 


My intention, when I began this 
little work, was, to ſele& from the 
tomb-ſtones ſome of the moſt ſtriking 
records, meant. to be conveyed to 
poſterity ; but I found ſuch a ſameneſs 
run through the whole : they tell us 
only this :— 

Such a one was born, and Gels 
every where proving, “Death levels 
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„ 
* all diſtinctions,” that I gave up the 
idea. 


How lov'd, how valu'd once, avails thee not; 
* To whom related, or by whom begot ; 
A heap of duſt alone remains of he, 


_ Tis all thouart, and all the proud ſhall be. 


Pope's Miſcellany. 


I ſhall therefore. only notice ſuch as 
may appear beautiful in the compo- 
ſition, or ſingular from the cauſe. 

In the following will be found com- 
poſition and cauſe united: it is en- 
graved on a ſtone placed againſt the 
eaſt- end of the church, on the out- 
ſide. 


Near this Place lies the Body of 
ELIZABETH MON K, 
Who departed this Life 
On the 27th Day of Augaf, 1753, 
Aged 101: 
She was the Widow of Joun Monx, late of this 
Pariſh, Blackſmith, 

Her ſecond Huſband, 


(45) 


expenſive ones ; therefore the whole ; | 
of them conſiſt of a very reſpectable I | 
| ſubſcription concert, and one circulating 


library. 

The members , and ſubſcribers 10 
the concert, aſſemble in the winter 
months, at the White Hart Inn; and 
in the ſummer they are conſtantly ac- 
commodated in the beautiful garden of | 
EnochHolding,Eſfq. a handſome green- | 
houſe is at thoſe times fitted up as an | 

| 


orcheſtra, while the variegated ſur- 
rounding beauties fill the mind with 

the moſt pleaſing ſenſations, and give 4 
to this charming ſpot the appearance 

of enchantment. 


I ſeem through conſecrated walks to rove; 
* I hear ſoft muſic die along the grove: 
\ «« Here too, 
The twining jeſſamine and the bluſhing 8 
Wich laviſh grace, their morning ſcents dif- 
2 Cloſe; 


3 


> ahh. * 
* * 


— Ga. 
— INS "IFC 
* 
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4 Ile wellig tube · roſe and jonquil declare 


The ſtronger impulſe of an ev'ning air. 


” Prior” s Sol.“ 


STAGES. 


* he re are four ſtages from this town, 
two for the City, and two for Weſt- 


minſter: thoſe for the city ſet out 


from Bromley every Morning at nine 


0 clock, Sunday excepted, and return 
from the Spread Eagle, in Gracechurch- 
ſtreet, and the Boar's Head, in Fleet- 

ſtreet, at four in the afternoon, in the 
the ſummer months; but in the winter 
they leave London at three o'clock; 
and on Sundays they leave Bromley at 


ſeven in the morning, and make two 
journeys on that day. 

The Weſtminſter coaches ſet out 
from Bromley at four in the after- 


noon, ſleep in town, and return from 


the Swan, Charing Croſs, and the Mitre 


' 
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and Dave, Weſtminſter, at nine 0 clock 
the next morning. 

There are ewt t two errand carts, 
which leave Bromley every morning, 
at eight o'clock; go to the King's 
Head Inn, in the Borough, and the 
Croſs Keys, in Gracechurch-ftreet, 
and return in the evening. 


VISITING. ; 


As every man is, in his own opi- | 
nion, fit to go abroad in print, ſo 


every occaſion that ean put him upon 


prating to mankind, is ſufficient to ſet 


his pen a running, 
Yet I hope to be pardoned: for the 


following intruſion: in this, as in moſt 


country towns, there is a great deal of 


viſiting and friendly. intercourſe. 1 
have ſomewhere met with an author 
who recommends the ninth command» kt 


E 2 e 


4) 


4 every night (Sundays excepted) about | 
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ment as a, fit companion for every tea 
table in the world. | 
One grand ingredient in happineſs 
is reputation; and though it does not 
appear to be equally dear to all, with 


me it is invaluable. 

A man muſt have attained very far 
either in innocence or unpudence, who 
can entirely defy the cenſure of others, 
and be indifferent as to what is ſaid. 
about himſelf. 


POST OFFICE. _ 
i THE mail comes 3 


ten.o*clock ; proceeds to Seven Oaks, 
and returns to London, through this 


town, about three — in the 


morning. 


| FAIRS: 
THERE are two fairs 3 on 


February the 14th, and Auguſt the gch:: 
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that in Auguſt is attended by numbers. 
of perſons from London, and the 
country round; it has a conſiderable 
' ſhew of horſes and other cattle; alſo. 

great quantities of toys, &c. c. 


„ 
id * 1 


INNS. 


HERE are three good inns; the 
principal one is the Bell, in the centre 
of the town, kept by Mr. James 
Wilſon: the next is the White Hart, 
at the eaſt- end of che town, kept by 
Mr, Henry Webb Prime; and the 
third is the Swan, at the weſt end of 

the town. No poſt- chaiſe run from 
the laſt, but it is a comfortable houſe or 
travellers; kept by Mr. Thomas Miller. 


e 
ON the river Ravenſbourn, cloſe- Fa 
to the town, ſtands a mill, many years 


uſed for making paper; but for the: 


grinding and poliſhing concave and 
. convex mirrors, from one to five feet 
diameter: the preſent occupier is Mr. 
. Ribright, an ingenious artiſt, 
formerly an eminent optician, in the 
Poultry, London. I received from 
titis gentleman an invitation to viſit 
his houſe and grounds, which I ac- 
cepted, and am able to ſay the ſitua- 
tion of this mill is extremely pleaſant ; . f 
and the delightful, rural, and romantic Wo 
proſpects it affords, are well worthy | 
1 the obſervation of viſitors: a large 4 
] Lo — i ſheet of water, with a pleaſure boat i 
upon it, give the friends of Mr. Ri- 15 
bright an- opportunity of enjoying, on | 
that element, one of the moſt og 
Proſpects I ever beheld. : 
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+ laft two years it has been e in 
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BENEVOLENCE, © *P 


THE - charities of this kingdom 4 f 
are proverbial: the benevolence of. 


[ 
4 


and. many ſuch. 
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the rich in this part of it I have 
witneſſed, with heart- felt pleaſure: 
during the late ſevere winter, the li- 
beral ſubſcriptions of the rich ſupplied 


the poor with all the neceſſaries of 
life; and their private donations pro- 
cured them ſome of the comforts. At 
the time I have mentioned, many-of 


the middling claſs, and ſome of the 


tradeſmen gave in proportion to their 
ability, to relieve the wants of their 


"diſtreſſed neighbours. 


But the rich are in the conſtant 


habit of alleviating their ſorrows. 


It is my firm intention to avgid 
every degree of perſonality, from a wiſh 
not to offend, or I could here men- 
tion the names of ſome, who do much 


Juſtice to the title of Cartons, and 
honor to their country. . 


Suffice it,. that here are tuch — 


J 


3 


Let the poor,“ then, after a grate- 

ful tribute of thanks to their God, ſhew 

a proper ſenſe of obligation to their | 
benefactors. 

Let them reflect, be grateful,--- 
and remember, that the beautiful 
form of LIBERTY has no connection 
with HELL-BORN LICENTIOUSNESS. 


SITUATION. 


* - 


BROMLEY is ſituated five miles 
| weſt of St. Mary Cray, fourteen mi miles 
n of Seven Oaks, wache eat of 
| | Weſterham, txenty- nine Satt of Maid- 
ſtone, ſix 25. of Croydon, i in Surrey, 


and ten AS. E. of Londos. 


* The fituation of the common people in Eng- 
Aland 1s preferable to that of any other country. - 
Here LIS Ear reſcues the poor from oppreſſion, 
and enables them to paſs their days in peace. 
Inured to ruſtic toil, they enjoy health, and all 
their real wants are iupplied by BzxevoLencs. 
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The country is healthy, and the 
inhabitants in EAN are ved” 
| for inſtance : 

On the 27th of Deceidiiee 1776, 
was buried in Bromley church yard, 
THOMAS LETTS, Cordwainer ; 
and ſhortly after appeared in a news- 
paper the following account of him: 

ce Lately died, in the goth year of 
his age, at Bromley, in Kent, Thomas 
Letts, who was born at Croydon, in 
Surrey, by trade a ſhoe-maker; though 
a maſter in the courſe of many years, | 
with induſtry and ſobriety, he never 
was worth five pounds, nor was he 
ever in want; to his /zff he continued 
to make both ends meet, and peaceably 
reſigned his all 82 the thread of lite we 
was waxed out.” 


* 'There are many inhabitants now living at 
a great age, and ſeveral have died during che 


editor's reſidence in Bromley, bet we en $9 unt 


10 years ol, - 7 


F 
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The environs are beautiful in every 
point of view, and the number of good 
houſes ſurrounding the town in all di- 

rections, is much greater than in many 
other parts of England I have been 
3 | | 

This work will not admit. of a par- 
ticular deſcription of each gentleman's 
ſeat; but for the information of 
ſtrangers, I ſhall enumerate thoſe im- 
mediately adjoining the town, de- 
ſcribing their ſituation only. 


* 1 Biſhopof Rocheſter's palace. 
2 The ſeat of Robert Bunn, Eſq. Wigmore- 
Lane. | 
3 The houſe of —— Leverton, Eſq. ditto 
4 The ſcat of Mrs. Munn, ditto. 


5 The ſeat of George Dubois, Eſq. Plaiſ- 
tow. a | 
6 The ſeat of - Young, Eſq. ditto, 
* 7 Freeland Houſe, the ſeat of Thomas Raikes, 
Efq. ditto, 


* 8 Plaiſtoꝛv Lodge, the ſeat of 2. Thelluſon, 7 
Eiq. ditto, 


6 4 
9 The ſeat of Charles Long, Eſq. Bromley- 
Hill. 
10 The ſeat of Major John Scott, Bromley, 
(Weſt end). 
11 The ſeat of the late Robert Booth, Eſq. 
Beckenham-Lane. 
12 The ſeat of George Grote, Eſq. ditto. 
13 Church Houſe, formerley the reſidence of 
t the late Aldbeman Huvien ———=—— 
14 The ſeat of Thomas Reid, Eſq. 1 
( Eaſt end). 
* 15 The ſeat of Samuel Rickatts, Eſq. Bromley, 
8 — — W PEEL 
16 The ſeat of Edward Borrow, Eſq. Brom- 
ley, ditto, 
17 The ſeat of William Weſton, Eſq. Brom- 
ley, ditto. 
* 18 'The ſeat of George Norman, Eſq. ditto. "I 
19 The ſeat of Major Rohde, Eſq. ditto. | 
20 The ſeat of Thomas Newnham, Eſq. South 
| Borough. | 


With a number of others leſs noticeable. 


Thoſe marked thus“ may properly be dcemed 
ſue feats ; all tae others are handſome buildings. 


FA 
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The more I ö 
2 ancient hiſtorians, the leſs am I in- 
clined to tranſeribe them here: were all 
| the learned accounts I meet with to be 
| inſerted, they would fill a folio volume. 

—— And here let me candidly confeſs, 
| the loſs I frequently am at, from not | 
having received a more liberal educa- 

tion, often meeting with parts I do not 
- comprehend : were I to give them 

whole, I muſt betray my ignorance ; | 
and to ſend them forth in a mutilated | 
. ſtate, would deſtroy their effect. F 

J ſhall, therefore, only ſelect fuch 
parts, as will convey neceſſary infor- 
mation, truſting to the candour of my 
der- for their liberal indulgence. (4- 
— Philipot ſays, there are two good | 
ſeats within this pariſh, which were all 
of temporal intereſt, and pretend to a £ 
| 2-90 deep antiquity; the firſt is Sunbridge,” 
* which formerly was the patrimony of 

a noble family, called, Blund Peter le | 


; Tr X(-"37 - 7 
 » Blund; was conſtable of tlie tower of 
London, the thirty - fourth year of 
Henry the Third; and Ralph le 


Blund, his grandchild, paid reſpective 
aid for his lands at Bromley, which he 
there held by a whole knight's fee, of 
1 the biſhop of Rocheſter, in the twen- 
tieth of Edward the Third; and when 
this name was entomed in a female 
heir, this feat went with her to the 
SF - Willoughbies, from whom the Earl 
WH of Linſey is deſcended; and when ſome 
| years it had veſted in this family, by 
the circumſtance of purchaſe, it be- 
came the patrimony of Booth, when 
0. this name was hkewiſe wound up in 
17 an heir general, the Betenhams of 
| Pluckley, by marrying with her, be- 
| - came lords of this manſion, and con- 
„ tinue ſtill proprietor of it. g 
r is the ſecond ſeat of. ac- 
count: though in ages of a latter in- 
-. -- fcription, it oontracted that name, yet 
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anciently it was the d-meſne of Banke- 
well, a family of ſignal repute in this 
track. Johnde Bankewell had a char- 
ter of free warren, to his lands in 
Bromley, in which this was involved, 
in the thirty-firſt year of Edward the 
Firſt; and Thomas de Banke well 3 
died ſeized of it, in the thirty-fith 
year of Edward the Third; and when 
this family was ſhrunk, at this place, 
into à final extinction, the next who 
were eminent in the poſſeſſion of it, 
were the Clarks; and one William 
Clark, that flouriſhed here in the reion 
of Henry the Fifth, that he might not - 
be obnoxious to the ſtatue of Ker- 
nellation, obtained licence to erect a 1.4 
ſtrong, little pile of lime and ſtone, 


with an embattled wall, encircled with 
2 deep moat, which is ſupplied and ff 
nouriſhed with a living ſpring: but this 
man's poſterity did not long enjoy it; 
for about the latter end of Henry the 


3 by Samuel Rickatts, Eſq. but was many 
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Sixth, John Simpſon dwelt here by 
right of purchaſe, and he having much 
improved the fabric, ſettled his hame 
upon it, and indeed, that is all that 1s 
left to evidence they were once owners 
of it; for in an age or two after this, 
it was conveyed to John Stiles, Eſq. 
of Beckenham, from whom deſcends 
Sir Humphrey Stiles, Knight and 
Baronet, cup bearer to the late king 
Charles ; and him does Simpſon con- 
feſs for its inſtant owner. Thus far 
Philipot, which is acknowledged by 
Seymour. — 22 le, (425m GE 4/9 

This houſe and lands are now the 
property of Lord Gwidan occupied 
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years tenanted by Mr. Jeremiah 
Ringer, a truly worthy character, who 
ſtill reſides in the houſe. — 

From the ſalubrity of the air, and 
pleaſant ſituation, Bromley abounds 
with boarding ſchools; the moſt diſ- 


— — 


e 
1 tinguiſhed is the excellent academy of 
1 . Richard Raumes, in the High- 
. ſtreet. 7 
Bromley gives name to the whole 
hundred where it is ſituated, and hath 
been many ages part of the demeſne 
of the church: i: was given, as ap- 'J 
pears by the records of the church of 
Rocheſter, by John Later, a goldfmith 
of London, to the biſhop of that ſee, 
in the year 1300. 


88 DERIVATION & DEFINITION. 


BROMLEY, in old Engliſh, from 
Brome and Leah, which is paſture, 
now called Ley, and is the ſame with 
Bremefield. | 
In a word, to ſum up the beauties 
of Bromley, and its environs, rural 
elegance and rural ſimplicity appear in 
their moſt faſcinating forms ; here 
magnificent ſeats and handſome villas, 
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curioſity, and innocence and peace 
adorn the humble roof. | 
How often is human lie © Gag in 
Wide which terminate in nothing! but 
this I hope will not be the caſe with 
my wiſhes for the health, happineſs, 
-and proſperity, of the inhabitants of 
Bromley, and its neighbourhood. 
May that happy peace of mind at- 
tend them, which is ever united to a 
conſciouſneſs of piety and innocence, 


and which is an introduction to that 


happineſs. reſerved for us in a future 
world, to crown our patience and our 
ſufferings in this. | | 


WIGMORE. 


One mile eaſt of Bromley und 
This very delightful hamlet: here are 
ſome good houſes, in particular thoſe 
belonging to Andrew Harriſon, and 
William Wells, Eſqrs. there is alſo a 

5 
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179 JF — very ancient houſe, which 1 ' muſt have 


been erected 198 years, having the date 
1599 on the brick-work, in front: 

at that time I make no doubt it was 
conſidered a very reſpectable building; 
and though I have not been able to 
-procure any hiſtorical account, pro- 
bably it was then the * houſe in 
the hamlet. 

There 1s likewiſe a neat mall u meet- 
ing-houſe, attended by the diſciples of 

the late Mr. John Weſley. 

The taſte of travellers is various; 
what appears minute and trifling to 
many, is, to others, at leaſt a matter of 
entertainment. Let the reader, who 


has not ſeen Wigmore, take a view of 


this charming ſpot, and he will find 
many beauties which I have not room 
to enumerate. 


From Wigmore I procecd to 


(6) 


9 . 


THIS is a romantic, b my 
about two miles from Bromley, and 
one from Wigmore : here are a few 
good houſes ; that of Thomas Newn- 
ham, Eſq. the moſt conſpicuouſly fo: 
I had heard this place was famous for 
| having been an ancient barony of one 
of the feudal lords; was ſnewn a farm 
houſe, that had been the baron's court- 
houſe ; another, which had been the 
jail, and was told ſome ſtrange ſtories 
of various hues; but could collect 
nothing authentic, therefore gave up 
the ſcarch. 


« As when 2 traveller 2 long Cay pat 

In painful fearca of what he czanct fad, 

155 A 
. 0 


« There ruzzinates an lil: his 1:02; leg; 


- Borough Egaifes a fortifed placz, or de/ence. 3 


( 64 ) 
« Then cheers bis heart with what his fate 
& affords, 
„ And chants his ſonnets, to deceive the time, 
ill the due. ſeaſon calls him to repoſe. 
Young's Night Thoughts. 


The biſhops of Rocheſter, before the 


ee, were poſſeſſed of the manor 
of South Fleet, a village in Kent. I 
ſhall here beg leave to introduce an. 
hiſtorical fact, which, though: not im- 


mediately connected with this work, 


is not entirely foreign, and will convey: 
information : | a 
The court of Southfleet, as not un- 


uſual in ancient times, had a power of 


trying and executing felons: this ju- 


riſdiction extended not only to acts of 
felony done within the vill ;. but alſo- 


over criminals apprehended there, 
though the fact had been committed in 
another county: an inſtance of the 


exerciſe of this claim, in the year i200 


is mentioned. by T. Blunt, in his an- 
cient tenures.. 


| 


0G) 
It was. of two women, who had. 
ſtolen ſome clothes in Croindene (ſup- 
poſed: to be Croydon) and the men of 
that place having purſued them. to 
Southfleet, they were there impriſoned, 
and tried by the lord Henry de Cob- 
ham, and other diſcreet men of the 
country, who adjudged. them to un 


dergo the fire ordeal; or, examination 


of the hot iron: by this fooliſh reſt, 


one of them was exculpated, and the 


other condemned. The two chief ſpe- 
eies of trial by ordeal, were thoſe 


of fire and water: both theſe modes 


might be performed by deputy; but 
the principal was to anſwer for the ſue- 
ceſs of the trial, the deputy venturing: 
ſome corporeal pain for hire, or per- 
haps for friendſhip. This,. obſerves: 
Sir William Blackſtone, “ is ſtill ex- 
preſſed in that common form of ſpeech, 


of going through fire and water to 


ſerve another,” Fire ordeal was per- 


6 
formed, either by taking up in the 
hand, unhurt, a piece of red-hot iron; 
or, by walking bare footed and blind- 
fold over nine red-hot plough ſhares, 
laid leagthways, at uncqual diſtances; 
and if the party eſcaped unhurt, he was 
adjudged innocent; if not, he was con- 
demned as guilty; no doubt there was 
generally a colluſion in every mode of 
trial of this nature. Water ordeal was 
performed by thruſting the bare arm 
into boiling water, and if the perſon 
was not ſcalded, he was pronounced 
innocent; or he was thrown with a 
rope about the waiſt into a niver; if 
be ſunk, he was acquined ; bur if he 
floated therein, it was a ſufficient proof 
of criminality, becauſe they judiciouſiy 
concluded, tha: the prire water would 
not admit a gullty vrcich into it. / 


— — 


RES 
By Bas rox, the old Roman On 


THIS certainly is a delightful part 
bol the county; and moſt probably, ian 

the days of the feudal N was 2 
-lord's barony. 

WY church is n e 28 
but has leſs the look of a church on 
the outſide I ever remember to have 
ſeen. 5 
EKoeſton is four miles from Drone ; 
it is remarkable for the remains of 
Julius Cæſar's Camp, and a cold bath, 
called, Julius Cæſar's well. 

The following ſonnet, written upon 
the remains of the Roman camp, near 
London, by William Hamilton Reid, 
will be found equally applicable here. 


{binds 0 Wy ) 2 
| | ; 


=« Time-honor'd ſpot, tho' erſt this rampers 
« ground, 

-<< The conquering ſons. of hoſtile Latiem bore, 

% Their ſwords juſt recking with the Briton's 2 


* gore: | e. 


3 
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1 The tented fields with ſtately banners crouw- d. 

«« Thoꝰ on theſe ſloping plains, the phalanx wide, 

<< With nodding plumes, that ſtretch'd their 
e ſhades afar, 

Ober looking Thames's lonely currents glide; 


' <« But watch'd again, to pour the tide-of war; 


“ Yet ſhall each veſtige, proud of arms, remain 


The cumb'rous mound, and  rench-indent(d | 
4 field, 


. Till, in- her turn, o'er Rome ſhall Albion reign, 
2 And nations cover with her ſun- broad ſhield ; 
Nr fail her bards, from burning ſhells to raiſe 


The 2 of glory in immortal lays.“ 


Gentleman's Mug. Tuly, 1787. 


At Kefton are ſeveral good houſes, 


and ſome handſome villas: here, like- 
wiſe, ſtands Holwood Houſe, the ſeat of 


the Right Honourable William Pitt, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, which he 
purchaſed about twelve. years ago, of 


Mr. Randall, ſhip-builder. The houſe 


is a ſmall, neat, white building; it is 


more ſimple than elegant, and built 


on a riſing ground, which commands 


one of the moſt fertile, variegated, and 


* 
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extenſive inland proſpects i in the whole 
-county: the houſe is ſheltered from 
the eaſt winds by a number of fine 
elms, which do not interrupt the view 
of the adjacent hills; it is protected 
from the north and weſt winds by an 
extenſive wood, whence the haut 
| takes 1 its name. 85 

A ſtranger viſiting this houſe, to 

view the country manſion of the prime 
miniſter of Great Britain, would be 
exceedingly ſurpriſed, to find it ſo 
inſignificant in ſize and werd ap- 


pearance. 
But when it is known that the houſe 


was purchaſed in its preſent ſtate, 
merely for its ſituation, being in the 
vicinity of his father's houſe, at Hayes; 
of Lord Camden's, at Chiſelhurit; of 
Lord Sydney's, at Frognal, &c. a 
neighbourhood to which, even from 
Uis infancy, he may be ſuppoſed to 
H 


© If 9 
have a ſtrong partiality, the ſtranger's 
ſurprize will undoubtedly ceaſe. The 
principal room is the drawing room, 


which Mr. Pitt has added; it is about 


fifty feet by thirty; it has one hand- 


ſome bow window, which faces the 


ſouth ; next to this is a ſmaller apart- 
ment, which is his eating room ; the 
reſt of the houſe is appropriated to 
domeſtic offices and ſervants, except 
chamber for himſelf. 


The proſpect is the chief beauty of 


tlie houſe ; on the north-weſt the eye 


is preſented with a viſta, through 


which is ſeen Bromley, Sydenham, 


Norwood, Dulwich, Peckham, and 


London, where St. Paul's majeſtically 


riſes, as if artificially erected, to ter- 
minate the view. Due north there is 
a natural break, which admits the eye 


between Shooter's hill, and St. Paul's, 


to range over a large part of Eſſex: 


from the north to the north eaſt, is an 


() 

extended proſpect of hills, woods, and 
vales, from Shooter's hill to near 
Graveſend. In this part of the view, 
is contained all that country which lies 
on the ſouth-ſide of the Thames; the 
ſpace between the north-eaſt, and the 
eaſt, comprehends moſt of the villas, 
villages and market towns, lying be- 
tween Dartford and Wrotham; and 
from the eaſt to the ſouth is a view 
of the villages of Down, Cudham, 
and Nockhold ; but the coup d'oeil of 
this ſituation is beautiful indeed; it 
may not, perhaps, be improperiy ſtiled 
an amphitheatre of parks, woods, and 
villages, ſpires, hills, and manſions, 
which in theſe charming proſpects are 
not ontiy various, Eut extenſive. 

This houie is alſo remarkable for 
having been the reſidence of the once 
lovely, but unfortunate G. A. Bellamy; 
her portrait, engraved by Bartolozzi, 

A 


1 
is annexed, and will ſerve to ** the 
mutability of human life, as her me- 
moirs have been read, and are reme m- 
bered by many. 
7 The river Ravenſbourn takes its 
riſe here, from apparently a very tri- 
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1 Hayes, Bromley, Beckenham, and 

Lewiſham; and croſſing the great road 
at Deptford- bridge, falls into the 
f Thames below. I take the road that 
- ie through Ferneborough and Brom- 
2,0) ley, to London, and comes within half 


” _ 
cue fo 
_ 


ling-ſtreet,* and indeed the only road 
the Romans had from London into 
Kent. There is ſtill remaining, from 
Ferneborough to Bromley, and be- 
tween Bromley and New Croſs, the 
appearance of a Roman road, if we 
judge from its breadth, generally of 


* Saxon for winding ſtreet. 


fling ſpring; flows hence through 


8 mile of this houſe, to be the Wat 
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forty-five yards, or more. From 
New Croſs, it is defaced by all that 
building, brick-making, and garden- 

ing, ſo frequent about the town: it 
ſeems to have pointed through Cam- 
berwell and Walworth, eaſt of New- 
ington church, by the end of Ken- 
nington- lane, to the fields, between 
Lambeth and Southwark. 


On the 11th of July, 1797; in 
company with three of my W 
1 viſited | 


FERNEBOROUGH, IE Giles 


. 
So named, from the ſoil about it 


yielding fearn and brakes. 
In this inſtance, I ſhall relate the 
whole of the hiſtorical account, as 
given by Philipot, and then notice 
ſome few obſervations, which J have 
occaſionally made in different viſits to 
this place. | 5 


N | 14 


Ferneborough is but a chapel of eaſe, 
a devoted to che honor of St. Giles; 
bus belongs to the mother church of 
Chelfield, which is dedicated to St. 14 
: | James, as appears by the records 
} of the church of Rocheſter: it was a 
1 principal ſeat of the Lord Grandiſon, 
1 who made this the head of their ba- 
rony: William de Grandiſon held it 
at his death, which was in the ninth 
year of Edward the Third. 5 
Otho, Lord Grandiſon, this man's 5 
ſon, obtained a charter of free warren 

to it, in the eighteenth year of Edward 

the Third; but long after this it did“ 

not remain linked to the inheritance of | | 
this family; forin the reign of Richard 
the Second, I find Fleming inveſted 
in the poſſeſſion, whoſe tenure was 
very tranſitory, for not long after, by 
purchaſe, it was brought into the de- 
meſne of Petley, from whom, by as 
ſwift a fatality, it went away to Peche, 

of Lullinften, which family determined 


CW. 


in Sir John Sek 1 in the reign of 
Henry the Seventh, who dying iſſueleſs, 
Elizabeth, his ſiſter and heir, brought 
this, and a ſpacious inheritance, to her 
hufbznd, John Hart, eſq. from whom 
William Hart, eſq. now of Lullingſ- 


ton, is lineally extracted, and in right 
of this alliance, is at this preſent in- 
titled to the poſſeſſion and ſigniory of 
Ferneborough. 


It appears that a grant of a market - 


was obtained for this place, in the 
reigns of Edward the Firſt, and re- 


newed in that of Edward the Third: 


and a grant of a fair added, to be held 
at the feaſt of St. Giles, the eve and 
eight days following, both of which 


are diſcontinued; but how long, I 


have not been able to learn. In the 
courſe of my perambulations, I have 
viſited thirteen churches, and noticed 


the ſame lines added to the tomb 


ſtones in all of them, except in this 
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9. 
one inſtance, on a ſtone in this church- 
yard, are the two following lines: 


The toils of life and pangs of death are o'er; 
«* And care, and pain, and ſickneſs, are no more.” 


Alter viſiting ſuch a number of 
the /chools of wiſdom, from whence the 
moſt inſtructive leſſons may be drawn, 
and every ruder paſſion huſhed, I pro- 


ceeded to a more lively theme. Leav- 


4 3 ſeven different churches, viz. Ferne- 


- 
: 

1 

- 
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ing the church, I was invited into the 
grounds of Mr. Thomas Simpſon 
Giles, a reſpectable nurſery- man and 
gardener: in this place the proſpect 
they command 1s beautiful beyond 
deſcription. 
| « My roving fight 

«« Parſues its pleaſing courſe o'er Nockholt's 

«« mount, EN | 


„With that fair creſcent crown'd, of lofty 


c beœeches, 
* Its own peculiar boaſt.“ 


Here, at one proſpect, I had the view 


6 
borough, Down, Cudham, Haſted, 
Nockholt, Chelfield, and Orpington, 
with the country open all around me. 
Quitting this charming ſpot, I re- 


ceived an invitation to view the gar- 


den and grounds of Mr. Jofeph Grit- 
fin, a very reſpectable En” in the 
village. 

This I date the pleaſanteſt excur- 
ſion I made during a twelvemonths 
ſcarch at different times for informa- 
tion, I had three of the younger 
branches of my fami ly with me, who 
were indulged by my friendly hoſt with 
permiſſion to refreſh themſelves from 
every tree in the garden, while-he oblig- 
ingly attended me throuzh a well cul- 
tivated piece of ground of ſeven acres; 
after having ſome refreſhment in the 
houſe, I took my leave of this hoſpi- 
table family; 2nd purſued my road to 


En. 


Lorie 


Chalk Place. At Ferneborough is a 


I 
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a good inn (the George) kept by Mr. 
George Tibbs. Is 


CHALK PLACE ,, 


IS the neat houſe and handſome gar- 
dens of Mrs. Blackman; I am better 
able to deſcribe this charming ſpot than 
many others, as by the invitation of 
its reſpectable owner, J viſited, and 
ſpent ſome hours in viewing it. 
The houſe, gardens, and ground ad- 
Joining, conſiſts of ioo acres, the grand 
front of this rural elegant little man- 
ſion is near the ſide of the road, lead- 
ing from Bromley to Ferneborough; a 
new room, one of its happieſt improve- | 1 
ments, was added by the late John Lu- 
cie Blackman, Eſq. to the ſouth end. 
Nature had already formed this de- 
lightful ſpot for the hand of cultivation; 
and tlie grounds have been laid out 
Vith great taſte. A ſmall green houſe 
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contains a collection of curious exotics; 


the flower garden which ſurrounds the 
houſe, deſerves particular notice: no- 
thing can ſurpaſs the elegant ſimplicity 


of this charming little paradiſe, all 


planted by, or under the inſpection of 
Mr. and Mrs. Blackman. Adjoining 
to this, is a full ſtocked kitchen garden, 
at the end of which is a large piece of 
land, conſiſting of a well cultivated me- 
lon ground; the remaining acres ate 
uſed as a farm by Mrs. Blackman. 
The, houſe ſtands exceeding plea- 
ſant, and the attic. chambers command 
an extenſive proſpect ; it was formerly 
a farm houſe, known by the name of 
Chalk Barn; in the courſe of a few 
years, by judicious alterations and im- 
provements (though at conſiderable 
expence) it has become a handiome 
villa, and is one of the happieſt com- 
binations of art and nature that can be 


I 2 AM * "fy ; | 
, t 9 aw, z 


. - * 
wat * 


1 


imagined; during my walk round Mrs. 
Blackman's garden, I had the honor to 


attend that lady herſelf. 

The trees are all of them ſurround- 
ed by roſes and honeyſuckles, and a 
great variety of flowers, planted in 
the moſt pleaſing and romantic ſitua- 
tions. 

7 Who can paint 
Like nature; ; can Imagination boaſt, 
Amid his gay creation, hues like theſe ? 
And can he mix them with that matchleſs ſkill, 
And lay them on fo delicately fine, 


And loſe them in each other, as appears 
In ev'ry bud that blows. uk Fa 


i” Thompſon's Spring. 
After having taken ſome refreſhment 


in this hoſpitable manſion, I returned 
home much gratihed. 


HAYES. 


I SET out with pleaſure to view the 
late reſidence, and favorite retreat ot 


a „ 
the © ORNAMENT OF - MAN- 
KIND.” 


This pleaſant village is rettlered fa- 
mous by the great Lord Chatham, hav- 


ing lived here for many years. 


The houſe which he built, and in 
which he lived, has ſince his death been 
inhabited by . — Bond, Efq. and 


Lord Lewiſham; but has lately been 


fold to D. Dehaney, Eſq. whoſe reſi- 
dence it now is. Directly oppoſite to 
this houſe ſtands the church, a beauti- 
ful Gothic edifice, the inſide conſiſting 


of only one aiſle, is regular, and though, 


ſmall; the whole is the wem af © 
a maſter. 

The "cighbouthoos'i is healthy and 
pleaſant, and has a number of good 
houſes in it. To record any thing 


farther of Hayes, would be to repeat 
what I have ſaid of ſome other retired 


ſpots. |, 


( 82 ) 
WICKHAM (WEST.) 
That is Domus ſuper wicum N. oft. 


THIS is a large pariſh in Kent, be- 
* tween Croydon and Bromley, at nearly 
1 an equal diſtance from each. In this 
1 pariſh are twovillages, the one ata ſmall 
diſtance, after having paſſed Wickham 
Green from Beckenham ; ; and the 
other about a mile further to the ſouth. 
In the former, is the ſeat of Rich- 
4 ard Jones, Eſq. beſides ſeveral other 
.  _ good houſes; Gingthe latter are the 
OO church, and the ancient manor-houſe, 
S * A called Weſt Wickham- Court, the pro- 
perty of John Farniby, Eſq. in right of 
i » 4, his lady, who is of the Leonard family. 
At Wickham Court lived the cele- 
brated Gilbert Weſt, author of“ Ob- 
ſervations on the Reſurrection of Chriſt” | 
here he devoted himſelf to learning 
1 | and piety ; and «here (ſays Dr. John- 
1 ſon) he was "IP viſited by Lit- 
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tleton and Pitt, who, when they were 
weary of faction and debates, uſed at 
Wickham, to find books and quiet, a 
decent table, and es Ha -converſa- 
tion,” 
There is at Wickham a walk 1 | 
p by Pitt; and what is of more impor- 
tance at Wickham; Littleton received 
that conviction, en produced his 
DPiſſertatioh ons theivconverſion and 
 apoſtleſhip of St. Paul -- | 
In a ſummer-houſe Mr. Weſbplaced 
the following inſcrigtion, in imitation | 


of Auſonius. ad Villam. 15 — „ 


* Not wrapt in ſmokey Londdb u 

* And not far diſtant ſtands my rural cot; _ 
„Neither obnoxious to intruding crouds, 
Nor for the good 1 friendly too remote. 


*« And when too 2 repoſe * on the 
« ſpleen, | 
Or the gay city's idle pleaſures cloy ; 
_ « Swift as my changing with, I change the ſcene, 
And now the country, now the town enjoy.“ 


( %4 


A weekly market was held in this town, 
* 2 ona Monday, granted by a charter of 
free warren to the manor of Weſt Wick- 
ham, in the rith year of Edward the 
Second; after a variety of fluctuations, 
I find in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
this manor devolving to Sir Chriſto- 
pher Heydon, who, about the latter 
end of that Queen's reign, paſſed it 
i away to Sir Samuel Leonard, father to 
1 2 Sir Stephen Leonard: I have before 
mentioned its preſent poſſeſſor. 25 
During my reſidence in Bromley, 1 
have witneſſed ſome i improvements in * 
this village; but not ſuch as can be 
intitled to hiſtorical record. 
After being kindly entertained at 
the houſe of John Scott, Eſq. I re- 
turned 164 Pickhurſt-Green. | 


__PICKHURST GREEN 


IS a pleaſant ſpot, at nearly an equal | 
diſtance from Bromley, Beckenham, 


— 
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Wickham, and Hayes. Here Vicary | 
Gibbs, Eſq. lately reſided in a near 


{mall houfe, ſituated in a charming 
garden, the property of lord Gwidar. 
Here alſo is a rural public houſe, 


the ſign of the Fox, and Hounds, 


much frequented at holiday time, by 
the ſurrounding inhabitants. 


BEKENHAM — Reel te 


18 a beautiſul ra! 5 retired vil- 


lage, one mile and half from Bromley. 
Near here is Langley (from long 


paſture) the elegant ſeat of lord 
Gwidar ; not far from which are lord 2 


Auckland's houſe and park, called, 
Eden F arm. At the ſouth end of this 


village are the hand{ome houſe and 
neat gardens of Laurence Banyer, Eſq. ' 
and there are ſeveral other good“ 


houſes in the neighbourhood: 


* It is to be hoped that a more accurate 


deſcription of the ſurrounding ſeats may be ob- 


K 
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The road to Croydon runs by the 
front of Mr. Banyer's houſe, and on 
the right hand is that leading to Penge 
__ Common, and Rockles ; from whence 
is a new road made to Dulwich: by 
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ham, the diſtance to London is ſhort- 
ened two miles; and promiſes, if kept 
in good repair, to be the general road 
from Holwood, | Hayes, Wickham, 
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2 being more in a direct line to London, 
1 from thoſe places, and affording a moſt 
delightful proſpect of part of Kent, 
Surrey, Middleſex, and Eſſex. 


b frond edition of this: work be 


accept any thing at a gentleman's houſe (not 
even a view of the premiſes) without the owner's 
knowledge and permiſſion, which will be reſpect- 
i fully applied for, thankfully reccived, and 
. gratefully acknowledged. | 


[ , 


this way from the village of Beken g 


Langley Park, and Eden Farm, &c. 8 


printed; but the editor never has, nor ever can, 


J 
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thu He. 
Philipot mentions the following 
ſeats as places of note in this pariſh: 


Aſt. The Manor of But held by Richard 
de- Rokely, and relates a number of its 

poſſeſſors, down to Mr. Henry St. John. 

2d. Langley, held by its original poſſeſſor, John 
de Malmains, who obtained a charter of 
free warren to his lands; and after various 
fluctuations, leaves it in the poſſeſſion of Sir 
Humphrey Stiles, Knight and Baronet. 

3d. Kelſeys— and, 

4th. Foxgrove. 

The church 1s a very ancient edi- 
fice, exceeding neat in the infide, and 
ornamented with a great number of 
rich and coſtly monuments, of the 
Burrell's family, and others. 

An extraordinary circumſtance hap- 
pened here near Chriſtmas, 1791, the 
ſteeple of this church was deſtroyed 

by lightening; but a new one was put 


up in 1796, made of copper, in the 
ferm of an extinguiſher. I 


5 8 wet- — 
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« 
The church yard contains a great 
number of tomb ſtones, all telling he 
ſame plain tale. I have ſelected one, 


which, from the cauſe, appeared to me 
very affecting, erected to the memory 


of a child: 2 1 2 Ken 3 
Lhe? — Aged four Vears, one Month, and 13 Days, 
| Killed by the 


Sereleſr Diſcharge of a Piſtol, ol The 
Avthe-Diſtance of 337 2 


4 ———Auguſt 2;th 1706, 
OR EY YE. en 
L 52a; 1 Cloſe to the church, there are three 
4 . gp neat alms houſes, with the fol- 


lowing inſcription on the centre one : 


ANTHONY RAWLINS 
Built theſe Houſes for the Uſe of the Poop 


Of this Pariſh 
Of BECKENHAM, 


A. D. 1694. 
Here is, likewiſe, a good work- 
houſe, on a healthy pleaſant ſpot, about 
half a mile in the road to Bromley. 


9 
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There are ſeveral gentlemen's ſeats 
round this delightful village: the moſt 
conſpicuous is, Bekenham Place, the /94— 
ſeat of John Cator, Eſq. x Bekenham Jr dd hee 
takes its name from the Beke, or ſmall e272 
— Coon 


ſtream there. 5 
ELxIS END, 


ABOUT one mile from Bekenham, 
adjoining the beautiful park of Lord 
Auckland; I apprehend muſt have ac- 
quired its name from the number of 
elm trees growing on 57 very rural 
ſpot. 

Here are only about twenty ſmall 


houſes; but I have noticed it from 


being on the edge of the borders of 
Kent; as from this place a ſtone may 
be thrown into the county of Surrey. 
For improving life, or living much in 
a little time, retirement and ſtudy have 
been recommended; ſituated here with 
ah = 2h 8 8 both are to be found. 
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PLAISTOW 


IS a hamlet, in the pariſh of Brom- 
ley; it certainly is a rural, retired ſpot; 
but when you have ſeen the few gen- 
tlemen's houſes that are in it, nothing 
remains deſerving notice, the reſt being 
hovels, and the inhabitants poor; but 
content often takes up her abode in a 
| cottage. 

2 FE e Sundridge Houſe,* late the elegant 
ſeat, beautiful park, and extenſive plea- 
. ſure grounds, of William Wilſon, Eſq. 
, are ſituated here. This eſtate, including 
, the manor, and a pretty villa, now in 
4 the occupation of George Dubois, Eſq. 
were fold by auction, the iſt of June, 
| 1792, for 18, oool. to George Lind, 

Eſq. and in 1796, re- ſold to 
| Scott, Eſq. of Chiſelhurſt, who is 
4 1 building a new houſe on this truly en- 
chanting ſpot. 

* This is the ſeat which Philipot calls Hemp- 
ſtead Sunbridge, 4. SO CAD 


1 


6 | 
ELTHAM 22 . agen 
18 eight miles from London, four "Eg 

from Bromley, and two from Chiſel- ©==**} 
hurſt, in the hundred of Blackheath, 

anciently called Ealdham (the Old 

Town). It formerly belonged in | 

part to the king, and partly to the | 

Mandevills, from which, it came to be 

called Eltham Mandevill. | 

Anthony Beck, Ei of Durham, 2 

having fraudulently ſecured the poſ- 

ſeſſion of this manor, beautified the 

capital manſion, and left it to the 

crown: the ſtone-work of the outer 

gate being caſtle- like, is a remnant of 

the work of his age; bur the palace 

itſelf is in a more modern ſtile. Ed- 

ward the Second frequently reſided 

here ; where his queen was delivered of 

a ſon, who had the name of John of 
Eltham; poſſibly from this circum- 
L | 


. 


france, it is improperly called King 
John's Palace. 
The manor belongs to Sir John 
Shaw, who has an elegant ſeat and 
plantations, called, Eltham Lodge. 

On a part of Shooter's Hill, in this 
pariſh, is a lofty tower, erected by Lady 


James, to commemorate the ſhare 
which her huſband, the late Sir Wil- 
liam James, had in the reduction of 
a fort, in the Eaſt Indies. This ſtruc- 
ture, which is called Severndroog 
Caſtle, is erected from a deſign, by 
Mr. Jupp, and is of a triangular form, 


Voith turrets at each angle: it 1s ſeen at 


a great diſtance. 
This town was once the retiring 


place of our kings; and here were 
enacted the ſtatutes of Eltham, by 


which the king's houſe is ſti-! go- 
verned: it has the honor to give title 
of Earl to the Prince of Wales; and 
though there appears no remains of 


(- 95 ) 
a royal palace, this town 1s well built 
and large, inhabited by rich citizens, 
and farmers of good repute, Here 


is a market on Mondays, and a fair 
on 'Palm Monday, Eaſter Monday, 


Whitſun Monday, and 1oth of Octo- 
ber, for horſes, cattle, and toys; and 
there are two charity ſchools; to teach 
and cloath twenty boys and ten ext, | 


. 


Zan 
| WHICH takes its name from Lega, 2 


in Latin, a ſheltry place, i is a village i in 
Kent, on the ſouth-ſide of Blackheath, 
about two miles from Eltham: it con- 
tains the handſome ſeat, gardens, and 

pleaſure grounds of Lord Dacre, to 
whom they came in right ht of his lady, 
the - ſole daughter and heireſs of Sir 


2 Thomas Fludyer. Here is. likewiſe 
the ancient family ſeat of Boones, now —<2= 


the * of Charles Boone, Eſq. 


0 
but in the occupation of Benjamin 
Harriſon, Eſq. On the ſummit of the 
hill, next the heath, ſtands the ancient 
church of Lee, in a ſituation particu- 
larly rural and pictureſque. In the 
churchyard are two fine monuments; 
the one of the Boone, and the other of 
Fludyer families. The great aſtro- 
nomer royal, Dr. Edmund Halley, is 
interred here, with a Latin inſcription, 
which is printed with his life. My 
next excurſion was to 
„ - CHISELHURST : 

II is three miles from Bromley, 
rwo from Eltham, and two from Wig- 
more. Here is Camden Place, the 
ſeat of Earl Camden, which was for- 
merly the property of the celebrated 
antiquarian of that name : here he com- 
poſed the principal part of his Annals 
of Queen Elizabeth.” This was the 
birth-place of Sir Nicholas Bacon, 


(97: 3 | 
lord keeper, in that reign ; and father 
of the great Francis, Viſcount Sr. Al- 
bans : here, alſo, was born the famous 
Sir Francis Walfingham. This houſe ' 
is now the reſidence of Mr. Alderman 
Luſhington. 

1 Chiſelhurſt may be conſidered in a 
romantic point of view:“ the common 
is ſtrewed with houſes by patches, the 
good and the indifferent indiſcrimi- 
| nately jumbled together, as if by the _ 
hand of chance. Here, alſo, is Frog- 
nal, the ſeat of Lord Viſcount Sydney: 
and Bertie Place, whoſe handſome 
houſe and grounds are now the reſi- 
_ dence of the Right Honorable Charles 
1 Townſend, brother to Lord Sydney; 
its name of Chiſelhurſt is, from the 
growth of wood, fo called. 2 a 


Acetate 
Should this ſmall work make its appear , 5 


ance in a ſecond edition, any information of 72 Z 


local nature that may be communicated, will * 
thankfully received by the ney. 
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9 Here are ſome conſiderable chalk 
pits, the entrance to which have an 
el appearance; it has frequently 


reminded me of Bunyan's deſcription 


« of the Valley of the Shadow of 
« Death. Theſe pits are extenſiv® 


and ftrangers have ſometimes been 
induced to viſit the infide of them 


from curioſity but 1 would caution 
them from entering without lights 


and a guide: I have known two in- 


ſtances of parties viſiting theſe pits, 
with lights, who having ventured in to 
ſome diſtance; have wandered about 


without being able to find their way 
back, the lights having been exhauſted, 


and themſelves left in total darkneſs 
for many hours, until their friends, 


(who knew their intention at ſetting 


out,)on not finding them return, had 
ſent in guides, and brought/ the wan- 


derers back to lite and light. 


11 
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Here is one good fair held annually 
on the Wedneſday and T hurſday, in 
Whitſun week. 


F 0078 CRAY 


4 DERIVED. its name "IT one 
Votes, that held it in the Conquerors 
time; is twelve miles from London, 


and four and a half from n in 
the road to Maidſtone. | 

Here the world is ſurpriſed at a 
modern edifice, called, Foots-Cray- 
Place; it was built by Bouchier Cleve, 


Eſq. a pewterer, of Cheapſide, after a 


deſign of Palladio. 
This beautiful houſe became the 


property of Sir George Young, who 
married Mr. Cleves's daughter, and 


was ſold for leſs chan a third part of 


the original expence, to Benjamin 


Harrence, Eſq: the hall is octagonal, 


and has a gallery round, which leads | 
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to the bedchambers; it is lighted from 
the top, and is very beautiful. The 
houſe, which is built of ſtone, ſtands 
on a riſing ground, with a gradual 
'deſcent to the water, which, from the 
houſe, appears to be a ſmall river 
gliding through the whole length of 
the ground ; and in that part of the 
water oppoſite to the houſe is a fine 
caſcade, conſtantly flowing out of it; 
but this water, which appears to be 
ſuch a pretty, natural ſtream, is an 
artificial due, brought from the river 
Cray. 
The country round wo 6 is as ro- 
mantic and charming as it is poſſible 
to conceive. 
The weſt of England is conſidered 
as the region of landſcapes; but many 
ſituations round Bromley can boaſt 
ſome equally pictureſque and beau- 
tiſul. From this village I proceeded 
to 


( vor --} 


St. MARY CRAY. 


SAINT MARY, on Crey River, is 
in the hundred of Rokefly : although 
this is a market town, yet it is but a 
chapel of eaſe to Orpington. The 
market, formerly held on a Wedneſ- 
day, appears to be diſcontinued ; but 
how long I am not certain. Here is 
a charity ſchool, and a fair on the cos | 
of February. 


ORPINGTON, 


In the hundred of Rokeſly, was, 
in the twentieth year of William the 
Conqueror, wrapped up in the eccle- 
ſiaſtical patrimony, and belonged to 
the monks of Chriſtchurch ; and if you ö 
will make an inſpection into the pages 
of Dooms-day book, and conſult that 
general regiſter, you will find it at 
this time thus rated: Orpendum, & c.“ 

M 
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The alms houſes at this place owe 
their foundation to the pious and cha- 
ritable beneficence of Percival 1 Hart, 


| . Eq. of Lullingſtone. 1 
| In the ſeventh year of King John, 


| 
| the prior and monks of Chriſtchurch, | 
| obtained a market to this manor, to | | 
be held weekly on a Wedneſday; with 
| - which franchiſe it continued inveſted | 
| 
' 
i 
| 
4 


* until the twenty - ninth of Henry the 
Eighth; but how much longer I have 
| not been able to learn, as there are no 
i traces of a market at this time. 

This delightful village is ſituated on 
the river Cray, between St. Mary wy TS” 
* 73 — and Farnborough. 

| There are a number of good houſes 
ſurrounding i it in every direction. The 
principal feats in this pariſh are Crot- 
ton, Bark Hart, and Tubbingden: the _ 7 
laſt of theſe is partly ſituated in Ferne- 
borough. Round theſe parts are many 


. 2 
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woods of birch, from whence the 
broom- makers, in and about London, 
are ſupplied with that commodity. 
The name of this place is much 
changed in the preſent orthography, 
for Dorpendun was the old name, 
1 partly Britiſh, and partly Saxon, ſigni- 
fing the head of the water riſing 
. under the hill there. | 
; LEWISHAM, or, 3 * 
. ee halle ce eee rr0 Oak « 


MY laſt excurſion was to this place. 8. . 
I ſhall endeavour to deſcribe. the road . 1 
; to it from Bromley, and then give 
ſuch an hiſtorical account of this vil- 
| lage as may ſerve for the information 
| of its inhabitants, or a guide to 
ſtrangers. Ron Le — — 
4 You leave Bromley by the London © 
road, when, having paſſed the work- / 


M 2 


— 
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/ 2 /— houſe „en the left hand, you arrive at 
the gravel pits, commanding a rural 
proſpect of Sydenham, Clayhill, Bek- 
enham Church, and the windmill, on 
Bromley Hill, paſſing the handſome 
feat of Charles Long, Eſq. you im- 
mediately have a view of London, with 
St. Paul's Church, and the hills of 
Hampſtead and Highgate beyond : 

here one of the moſt aſtoniſhing views 
breaks out at once ſuch a prodigious 
valley, every where painted with the 
fineſt verdure, intermixed with nume- 
rous villages and hamlets, that it is paſt 
deſcription, Here, alſo, you have the 
beſt view of the magnificent houſe of 

TL P. Thelluſſon, Eſq. at Plaiſtow ; and 

on the other hand, the handſome ſeat 
byy of John Cator, Eſq. at Bekenham ; - 
nothing can exceed this proſpect, un- 

leſs that which Hannibal exhibited to 
his diſconſolate troops, when he bade 


——ͤ — ——— — 
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them * behold the eloties of the na. 
© lian plains.” 


« Here fancy wing thy rapid flight 
| Ober oaks, in deepeſt verdure dight, 
1 « Whoſe writhed limbs, of giant mould, 
- | « Wave to the breeze their umbrage bold. 
1 « Bear me, embowering ſhades between, 
1 Through many a glade and viſta green; 
Whence ſilver ſtreams are ſeen to glide, 
« And towering domes the horizon hide, 
« To Bromley's hill, and fringed Mound,. 
„ Where laviſh nature ſpreads around 
« Whate'er can captivate the ſight, 
\ « Elifian lawns, and proſpects bright.“ 
; RA 
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This is a hamlet belonging to Lew 
1 iſham, at an equal diſtance from that 
village and Bromley. __ 1 | 
The river Ravenſbourn runs through "7 | 
| this pleaſant ſpot, and turns two corn- 
mills; that, occupied by Mr. Nattraſs, —— 
deſerves the particular notice of the 


— — — > 


' 
| 


rr 
— 


r 
— 


— 


| 
| 


E x66 
traveller, from its ſingular, romantic, 
and beautiful gardens and grounds. 
Here are three good public houſes, 

and the brewhouſe of Chriſtopher 
Lance, Eſq. : 4 
There are ſeveral good houſes in 
this hamlet; in particular thoſe of 
Mrs. Flowers; Richard Forſter, and 
—— Saunders, Eſqrs. 


One mile nearer to LEwiſham, ſtands 


| 4-110 4:4-— RUSHY GREEN, 


IN a very pleaſant ſituation, with 
houſes on one ſide of the road only, 
and the green oppoſite; but how it ob- 
tained the name, I have not been able 

Jr 199 to learn, Lewiſham * a village in 
— Kent, five miles from London, and 
five miles from Bromley. In this 

pariſh 1s a hill with an oak upon it, 

„ called, the Oak of Honor, becauſe 


Queen Elizabeth is faid to have dined 


0 
under it. The original tree, which 
ſerved for a canopy to this illuſtrious - 
princeſs, is long ſince periſhed ; but 
care has been taken to plant an oak on 
the ſpot, that this traditional anecdote 
might not be forgotten. The church 
2 new and elegant edifice; a branch 
of the river Ravenſbourn runs through 
the ſtreet of this village, and is a great 
addition to its beauty: the village is 
one mile in length, has a number of 
'F good houſes in it, but is a place of very 
| little trade. There is a good bridge 
and two free-ſchools, one for Latin the 
other for Engliſh, founded by the Rev. 
Mr. Abraham S once miniſter of Ge) 
j this pariſh, w with allowances to ſuch 
ſcholars, as ſhall be ſent from it to the 
_ univerſity, and left 9 the direction 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


don. : 


| 

In the centre of the town ſtands the | 
| 

| 

| 


brewhouſe of Meſſis. Conſtable and — 


* 
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Fordham, for porter, ale, and table 
beer: this houſe affords employ to a 


number of perſons, and gives the ap- 
pearance of buſineſs to that 1 9880 of 


nene 
3 I ſhall now proceed to quote the 


whole of Philipot's account of this an- 
cient and rural village. 

% Lewiſham is in the hundred of 
Blackheath, was a manor belonging to 
the priory which was erected here; but 

who the founder was, is unknown; | 
this alone we find, that king Henry 
the Third, by a new inſpection, con- 
firmed it with all the franchiſes and 
immunities annexed to it: it was, 
when it flouriſhed moſt, but a cell of 
benedictine monks, belonging to St. 
Peter's, in Gaunt, and paid to them 
4os. per ann. as a rent-ſervice, and ſo 
continued, till King Henry the Fifth 
perceiving the ill effects and impreſ- 


| 

| 
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ſions which the influence of priories, 


aliens, and their fraternities, might 


. cauſe upon thoſe religious perſons who 


were his ſubjects, who were altoge- 


ther chained by a connection of canno- 


nical obedience to them, ſuppreſſed 
this, and ſundry others of the like na- 
ture; and with their revenue endowed 
that ſtately monaſtery, which he 
erected at Sheene, ſtoring it with 

arthuſian monks, and dedicating it 
in the name of Jeſus of Bethlem ; 
and in the patrimony of this cloiſter 
did this manor lie included, till the 
total diſſolution, in.that general ſhip- 
wreck, in the reign of Henry the 
Eignth, and then it returned to the 
crown, and there was lodged, till 
Queen Elizabeth, in the fifth year of 
her government, granted it to Am- 
broſe D udley, earl of Warwick, who 


L Wo 


6 
ſoon after exchanged it for other lands 
with the ſaid princeſs; and ſhe, in the 
year 1575, granted it in leaſe, for a 
ſpace of forty years, to Sir Nicholas 
Stodart, of Modingham; which ex- 
piring in the year 1605, King James 


more, to Sir Francis Knolls, and the 
fee-ſimple in reverſion, to John Ram- 
fey, earl of Holderneſs, who dying be- 


it to his brother Sir George Ramſey, 
whoſe ſon, John Ramſey, when the 


about the year 1645, ſold the fee- 
—  ſitnple to Mr. Reginald Grime. 

= YR | Catford, in this pariſh; Was as formerly 
Jatnee \ a manor, which anciently 1 was involved 
— 7. in the inheritance of the Herring-hill 
i bu, in Erith, and John Abel had a charter 
of free warren to this, and other of his 
lands in Lewiſham, in the 23d year of 

NES ers — AP 


paſſed it away in leaſe, for forty years 


fore the expiration of the leaſe, gave 


former leaſe was worn out, which was 
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Edward the Firſt; and after this family 

was worn out, the Lords Mountacute 
vere lords of the ſigniory fee ſimple of 

it; for William de Mountacute, Earl of 

Saliſbury, obtained by charter a con- 
firmation of the free warren, to this 
manor of his of Catford, in the gth year 
of Edward the Third; and in this no- 
ble family did the poſſeſſion dwell, till 
Richard de Nevil married Eleanor, 
daughter and heir of Thomas de Moun- 
tacute, Earl of Saliſbury, and in her 
right, had the title of that earldom); 
and the poſſeſſion of this place enſtated 
upon him, and divers of the windows 
of the moſt ancient houſes in Lewiſham 
are ſtained and coloured with his arms. 
This was that Richard, who gave up his 
life to the cauſe and quarrel of the houſe 
of York, and with Richard, Duke of 
York, molt reſolutely aſſerting the 
N 2 
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truth and juſtice of their title to the 
crown, periſhed in the fatal and unfor- 


tunate hattle, commenced with the par- 
tizans of the Lancaſtrian claim, between 


Sandall and Wakefield; and after- 
wards his ſon, Richard, Earl of War- 
wick (he that broke and pieced up 
the ſcepter as he pleaſed) and his youn- 
ger ſon John Nevil, created Marquis 
Montacute, by Edward the Fourth, in 


the year 1470, fell in that diſaſterous 


encounter, waged with Edward the 
Fourth, at Barnet, upon whoſe ruins 
and tombs he built his throne, and with 


their blood cemented the fabric of his 
future greatneſs; but whether upon the 
ſbipwreck of this family, it came by 


eſcheat to the crown, or elſe to George 
Duke of Clarence, ſecond brother to 


Edward the Fourth, who married Iſa- 


bel, daughter and co-heir of Richard, 
Earl of Warwick, 1s uncertain, though 
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it is probable he did; becauſe, in a 
great houſe of Mr. Street's, at Lew- 
iſham, the arms of the Duke of Cla- 
rence ſtand empaled with Nevil. In 
times of a more modern aſpect, Cat- 
ford belonged to the Palſteds, a family 
of very great antiquity in Surrey; for 
Hugh de Palſted gave lands called In- 
wood, by his deed, dated the 16th year 
of King John, to the abbey of Waver- 


ſley, in that county; but whether this 


place came to them or not, by grant 


from the crown, or by purchaſe from 
ſome other, I am ignorant; it is cer- 


tain that Francis Palſted, couſin and 


heir to Richard Palſted, ſold Catford d — 1/8 


to Brian Anneſley, Eſq. in reverſion, 


after the death of Elizabeth, wife of 
John Wooley, and widow of the ſaid 


” H 


Richard, in the 2oth year of Queen 
Elizabeth; and he afterwards dying 


without iſſue male, his two daughters, 
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married to Sir William Harvey, after- 


the inheritance of this place. There 
were two chantres founded at Lewiſham, 


one by Richard Walker, for one prieſt 
to celebrate maſs at the altar of the 
trinity, for the founder's ſoul; the 
other by Robert Fitx, who, by the 
appointment of his laſt will, the 17th of 
Henry VII. de viſed that his two houſes, 


the Lion and the Ram: in the Ste ws, on 
BI bank fide, near London, ſhould be 


ee, 01d to build the charity houſe, and en- 


_ low it with maintenance for one ptieſt 


in Lewiſham church, for the founder's 
foul.” . 

Here ends Philipot's account: :nd 

the great fluctuation of property has 


wards Lord Harvey, of Kidbrook, in 
Kent, and Sir John Wildgooſe, ſhared 


to celebrate at the altar of the trinity, 


put it out of my power to procure the 


thoſe who love an occaſional contem- 


e there was a time, when nobody 


* *\ 
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juſt deſcent of rhe-dfferen poſſeſſors 
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STANDSHn a fine hill, is three 
miles from Tzewiſham, three from 
Bromley, and eight miles from Lon- 
don, a village in Kent, famous E 
its medicinal wells; here is a num- 
ber of good houſes, and Sydenham is 
much improved within the laſt twenty 
years; is in the pariſh of Lewiſham, 5 4 
and has a neat chapel of eaſe. Eta 

It bears no mark of its vicinity to 
the capital; many houſes were ſcat- 
tered round a large wild common, and 


plation of unimproved nature, will find 
great ſatisfaction in a viſit to Sydenham 2 5 
Common. 

The world is continnithy growing 
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would read a book that had not been 
wrote half a century. An Otway was 
ſuffered to ſtarve; but living merit 1s 
now rewarded ; the author of a duo- 
decimo volume, it deſerving of notice, 
receives it. | | 
Many individuals will diſcover ſome- 
thing omitted in this © Deſcription” as 
every man's obſervation differs more 
or leſs from that of his neighbour ; but 


let each ſingle ind;vidual endeavour to . 


bring together the ſame quantity of 
materials, they will then judge with li- 


berality, and pardon my errors. 


The Editor's labours, and ſearch are 
at an end. To aſſiſt the inhabitants 


of Bromley, or its occaſional viſitors, 


in the choice of their excurſions, is a 
principle object of the foregoing pub- 
lication; to be an entertaining compa- 
nion in theſe excurſions is another; he 


N 
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has not only deſcribed whatever he 
found curious in the works of nature or 
of art, but where any place has been 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome memorable cir- 
cumſtance, he has not forgotten how 
much the incidental recollection of it 
may improve the ſources of converſa- 
tion; we ſhall be reminded, where the 
ſtateſman muſed in retirement on the 
welfare of his country; where a Cam- 
den, or a Hawkeſworth, enriched the 
age by their learned and ſenſible pro- 
ductions, or a Lyttleton received the 
firſt convictions of religious truths ; it 


1s natural to view ſuch ſcenes with a 


degree of enthuſiaſm, and to conſider 
the ground we tread as almoſt ſacred. 
I am no worſhiper of rich men; 1 


honor good ſenſe, and an honeſt mind, 
in every ſituation of life; ſhould Pro- 


O 
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vidence, in its on wiſe and juſt diſ- 

penſations, be pleaſed to add to the 
number of my days, I ſhall reflect, 
with ſatisfaction on the impartiality, 
with which I have endeavoured to give 
this trifle to the world. 


11 


— 


FINIS. 
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Sold by THOMAS WILSON, 
BROMLEY, Kenr, 


At the following remarkable low Prices. 


I PPLEGARTH's Theological Survey of the Hu- 
ma Underſtanding 


g 15. 6d. 
2 Art of living in London — 6d. 
3 Anecdotes (Wilſon? $) — — — 18. 
4 Battle of the toys and Flies — 6d. 


5 Botanical Prints from Bailey's Botany, by J. F. Miller, 
exquiſitely coloured from Nature 


| — 98. 
6 Belcher's Literary, and Critical Remarks 28. 6d. 
7 Britiſh Songſter — 28. 
$ Concubine (Apſem) — — 64d. 
9 Cook's Voyages, 3 vols. complete 188. 


10 Cooper's Complete Diſtiller 


68. 
11 Hr. Watſon's Anſwer to the Age of * 18. 
12 Dickſ-n's Catalogue of Plants — 58. 
12 Dixcn's Voyage round the World, fine plates, 155. 
14 Davis's Diary. * — A 18. 9d. 


15 Ency lopedia Brittanica, 36 half volumes 181. 18s. 
16 Emma Dorville — 


5 * 18. 3d. 
1 Feſtival of Love | — 3s. 6d, 
18 Fortune Teller — — 1%, 
19 Fairfax's Sportſman — 23. 6d. 
20 G bſon's Pocket Atlas — 28, 6d. 
21 Glaſs's Cookery Abridged — $4 
22 Gay's Fables — aut” as. bs 
23 Hervey's Meditations — 28. 64* 
24 Hill's Herbal — — — 48 
25 Junius's Letters, 2 vols, — 


58. 6d- 
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26 Larster on Phyfogn ogg vpwards of 300 plates, 4 vols. 


handſomely bount — l ee. 


27 Life of the Counteſs De la Motte, with the Tranſac- 


tion of the Diamond Necklace, 2 vols. 8 vo. 8. 
28 Modern Pariſh Officer 18. 63. 


29 Mouſe Trap, 2 vols, 2 — 28. 6d. 
30 Myfterious Mother — 15. 
31 Memoirs of Miſs Bellamy — 28. 
32 Memoirs and Life of Miſs Bellamy, 6 vols. 95. 
33 Newgate Callendar, 6 vols. — 208. 
34 New Gardener's Callendar — 18. 
35 Nature ſtud iel —— 28. 
36 Patterſon's Travels, 4to. — Js. 6d. 
37 Pratt's Gleanings, 3 vols, 8 vo. | — 198. 
38 Porney's Romances — 28. bd. 


39 Philips's Voyage to Botany Bay, fine plates Il. 18. 
40 Prior's Nut Brown Maid, 1 | 


41 Rowe's (Mrs.) Letters — 28. 
42 Sir John Thorold on the Trinity  — 18. 
43 Supplement to the Life of D. Hume -- — 6d, 
44 Sportſman, Farrier, and Shoeing Smith's Guide 38. 
45 Tryal of Lord Baltimore, 18. 3d. 
4 6 Ten Minutes Advice in the Purchaſe of a Horſe &d: 


47 Vernon's Songſter — = 178. 
48 Vicac of Wakefield and Peruvian Princeſs 38. 
49 Virtuous Orphan, with plates, 4 vols. 5s. 
50 Wright's Bible, handſomely bound — al, 
51 World Diſplayed, 10 vols. — 11. 
52 Wilſon's Uie of Circulating Librar tes 18. 
53 Wondreful Magazine, 5 vols. — 11. 

Wonders of Nature and Art, 6 vols. 158. 
55 Watt's Pſalms and Hymns — 13. 6d. 
56 Wright's Every Man tits Own Chaplain 8d. 
57 Zeluco, 2 vols, 8vo. — — 108. 


58 Zelia in the Deſart, 3 vols. 48 —. — . 


BOOKS Ax DY STATIONARY, 
or ALL KINDS, ; 
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Juſt Pulſiſbed. 
The Uſe of Circulating Libraries 
| CONSIDERED, 
By T. WILSON, 
The Second Edition, Price One Shilling. 


WILSON'S 


ANECDOTES, 
Moral, Curious, Odd, Original, Whimſical, 
Inſtructive, and Amuſing. 

Price One Shilling. 
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The Battle of the Boys and Flies, 
| A POEM, 
BY A SCHOOL BO 
Dedicated to his School Fellows. Price 6d. 


This pleaſing little Poem, though of a local 


Nature, may, with Eaſe, be adopted for the. 
Uſe of every Academy in the Kingdom. 


